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CALCUTTA: 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT. GOVERNMENT PRINTING, INDIA, 
1896 . 



The objects of The AGRICULTURAL LEDGER are:— 

(1) To provide information connected with agriculture or with economic products 

in a form which will admit of its ready transfer to ledgers ; 

(2) To secure the maintenance of uniform ledgers (on the plan of the Dictionary) 

in all offices concerned in agricultural subjects throughout India, so that 
references to ledger entries made in any report or publication may bereadilv 
utilised in all offices where ledgers are kept ; 

(3) To admit of the circulation, in convenient form, of information on any subject 

connected with agriculture or economic products to officials or other persons 
interested therein i 

(4) To secure a connection between all papers of interest published on subjects 

relating to economic products and the official Dictionary of Economic Pro* 
ducts. With this object the information published in these ledgers will 
uniformly be given under the name and number of the Dictionary article 
which they more especially amplify. When the subject dealt with has not 
been taken up in the Dictionary, the position it very possibly would occupy 
in future issues of that work will be assigned to it. 

E. C. BUCK, 

Secretary to the Government of IndU. 
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SHEEP BREEDING IN THE DECCAN ; 

Extract from Annual Report of the Office of Superintendent, Civil Veterinary 
Department, Bombay, for 2S95-94, by Veterinary-CAPTAIN d. W. A, Morgan. 


A small flock of breeding ewes, varying from 70 to 130 from Batuch- Comparative 
istan, the Deccan, Rajputana, Australians, Merinos, and Siahband 
Rams, have been kept by me at Ahmednagar. During the past year the 
flock has been particularly healthy and the mortality under 2 per cent, 
due to the usual accidents incidental to lambing. 

The average live weights of the various breeds of ewes is given 
below I— 


Baluchistan • . . < . * « ... 105 Bi 

Deccan . . , 82 „ 

Rajputana 88 » 

Merino « » < • 94 » 

Siahband Rams • ■ <35 » 


These Sheep have rapidly acclimatized themselves to the Baluchistan 
Deccan and do not appear to suffer from the heat, or lose condition in any breed, 
way. They have br^ regularly strong, healthy lambs, with a fair pro- 
portion of twins. The ewes are good mothers with plenty of milk. Fat 
lambs, when five months old, averaged 03ft live weight, and ram lambs, 
eight months old, averaged 1031b. The fleece of these lambs still retains 
its fine woolly character, but 1 have noticed in one or two of the ewes, 
since last shearing, that the fine wool Just over the shoulders, has a 
tendency to become hard and hairy, denoting that it is deteriorating from 
the efiects of the climate, These sheep have good square compact 
Carcasses, come quickly to hand, and the fat mutton, they turn out, is very 
rich and of a delicate flavour. The wool, though very fine and with a 
good staple, has been condemned by experts in England as unfit for 
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the manufacture of high class woollen materials. Average weight oi 
fleece, 4f&. 

/)effco«.-These ewes were carefully selected by me m various parts o{ 
the Deccan, care being taken that they were thoroughly representative of 
the breed and with white fleeces. They are hardy shwp, prolific breeders, 
with abundance of milk and the beat of mothers. The biahband cross, 
on the Deccan ewes, is an undoubted success. Fat Iambs bred on these 
lines, averaged, when five months old, 92^ hve weight, and appear to 
inherit all the good qualities of the ram, and the hardiness of the mother. 
The cross brings them closer to the ground, gives them a square compact 
appearance, improves the quality and staple of the fleece, and practically 
d^s away with its hairy character, m addition to increasing its weight 
from I to\&. The tail is thick at the root and resembles the Dumhas 
on a small scale. The first cross can, therefore, claim to increase the size, 
improve the quality of mutton, completely alter the charaetCT of the fleece, 
increase its weight and give to the Deccan an improved sheep, m every 
way hardy and capable of standing the climate, and I see no reason to 
prevent it being as prolific a breeder as the indigenous shwp. They come 
llrlY to maturUy, afe good and rapid feeders and some of the ewes I have 
on these lines, are the most shapely sheep 1 have seen .Inda 
A^rage weight of pure bred Deccan fleece is ift 3 oz. Average weight of 
fleece by Siahband cross, 3ft i oz. 

Fifty selected ewes were bought round about Jodhpur 
Malwa where the best RajpuUna sheep are supposed to be bred, 

Tnd broSt to Ahmednagar. ’^They took a long toe to adapt them- 

Lives to the soil and climate and did not thnye. The first crop ol 

Umbs was small and ill-nourished, the mothCTS having little or no milk. 

tL UmS although kept under identically the same conditions, averaged, 
whL five months old, only 4 oBi live w^'Sht. they are high on the leg 
reLLble the ewes, and do not appear to have inherited any of the good 
Sies L ram, as I cannot detect any difference in the fleece or general 
make and shape from the pure bred Rajputanas. The head, however, 
romewhat resLbles the Siahband ram and there is a certain amouti o 
Sening at the root of the tail. As far as one can judge, the violert 
change from sandy to black cotton soil has been more than ‘hey could 
^ind afthev are delicate sheep, shy feeders, and. I should say, quite un. 
tuitahle for this part of India, and the cross of the Siahband ram is not 

a iudicious one. u 

Aferi‘«o.— Eleven pure bred Merinos were bought from 

ttson a modified scale, ^he lambs are very h^hy, 

I allow the flock to graze all day. They '’““^lucerne and chaff 
they receive a ration of gram, toeats^a^ useful, 

mixed with a plentiful supply of salt. 1 hese expenme 
in that, they prove, the Deccan is capable of carrying a P 
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away superior to the indigenous breed both in wool and mutton ‘producing 
qualities, but stock, to be superior to that bred and kept by the ordinary 
shepherd of the country, must be liberally fed and intdligently crossed, a 
state of affairs which, I am very much afraid, is beyond our power to 
taring about, unless higher prices are obtainable for a better class of wool 
and mutton. 
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All communications regarding The AGRICULTURAL Ledger should 
be addressed to the Editor, Dr. George Watt, Reporter on Economic 
Products to the Government of India, Calcutta. 

The objects of this publication (as already stated) are to gradually 
develop and perfect our knowledge of Indian Agricultural and Economic 
questions. Contributions or corrections and additions will therefore be 
most welcome. 

In order to preserve a necessary relation to the various Departments 
of Government, contributions will be classified and numbered under certain 
series. Thus, for example, papers on Veterinary subjects will be registered 
under the Veterinary Series j those on Forestry in the Forest Series. 
Papers of more direct Agricultural or Industrial interest will be grouped 
according as the products dealt with belong to the Vegetable or Animal 
Kingdom. In alike manner, contributions on Mineral and Metallic sub- 
jects will be registered under the Mineral Series. 


This sheet and the title-page may be removed when the sub}ect*matter is filed in its pro* 
per place, according to the letter and number shown at the bottom of each page. 



